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+GATHERING+

PRELUDE Ubi Caritas et Amor Gerald Near
Where dwelleth charity and love, there God is found

WELCOME TO THE TRIDUUM

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, death, and
the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called
at baptism.

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of
reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor and enter the celebration
of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us

even when we were dead in sin,

and made us alive together with Christ.

By grace you have been saved.

In the name of # Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power

through the Holy Spirit,

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love one

another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he
was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

+WORD+

FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14

A reading from Exodus.
'The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: “This month shall mark for you the beginning of
months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. *Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the
tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. *If a household is
too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in
proportion to the number of people who eat of it. *'This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the
Lorb. **For [ will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the
land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the
Lorp. *The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass
over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

“This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lorb;

throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

I love the LORD, because he has heard

my voice and my supplications.

2Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
12\What shall I return to the LORD

for all his bounty to me?

131 will lift up the cup of salvation

and call on the name of the LORD,

*I will pay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people.

15Precious in the sight of the LORD

is the death of his faithful ones.

0 LORD, I am your servant;

[ am your servant, the child of your serving girl.
You have loosed my bonds.

171 will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
and call on the name of the LORD.

18] will pay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people,

%in the courts of the house of the LORD,

in your midst, O Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD!

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Areading from 1 Corinthians.
#3For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was
betrayed took a loaf of bread, **and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that
is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” *In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” **For
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and
go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. *The devil had
already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper ®Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going
to God, *got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. *Then he poured
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied
around him. *He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” ’Jesus
answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” ®Peter said to him, “You
will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” °Simon Peter
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” °Jesus said to him, “One who has
bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of
you.”
"For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

1ZAfter he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do
you know what I have done to you? “*You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I
am. *So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
>For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. **Very truly, I tell you,
servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. "If
you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

31“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. *2If God has been glorified
in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. **Little children, I am with you
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going,
you cannot come. **I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another. 3By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

REFLECTION Pastor Will Rose



HYMN OF THE DAY An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare
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made com - plete: sent out to serve, as he was sent.
Fa - ther’s house Christ will be there, as Lord and Host.
WORDS: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) O WALY WALY
MUSIC: English melody; harm. John Weaver (1937-) 9.8.9.8.
Words @ 1974 Hope Publishing Company
Music Harm. © 1990 Hope Publishing Company
FOOTWASHING

On this night we have heard our Lord’s commandment to love one another as he has loved us. We who
receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to each other as Jesus
became our servant. Our commitment to this loving service is signified in the washing of feet, following
the example our Lord gave us on the night before his death.

There are three stations. The pastors will be at one station to wash feet. At the station without the pastors,
you will have your feet washed, and then you will wash the feet of the person behind you. The third station is
located at the baptismal font, where you are invited to remember your baptism in lieu of footwashing or
before or after having your feet washed.

ANTHEM Ubi Caritas Maurice Duruflé
Adult Choir



+MEAL+

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious Provider,

you set your immense treasures among us,
opening your heart to the world.

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,
deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others,

through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ,

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all.

You gather your people around the tree of the cross,
transforming death into life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.

10




LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.

Thanks be to God.
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COMMUNION SONG Stay With Me ELW #348
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Text: Taizé Community

Music: STAY WITH ME, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994
Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament

you strengthen us with the saving power

of your suffering, death, and resurrection.

May this sacrament of your body and blood

so work in us that the fruits of your redemption

will show forth in the way we live,

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR
Psalm 22 is sung by Cantor

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning?
My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer;
by night, but I find no rest.
Yet you are the Holy One,
enthroned on the praises of Israel.
Our ancestors put their trust in you,
they trusted, and you rescued them.
They cried out to you and were delivered;
they trusted in you and were not put to shame.
But as for me, I am a worm and not human,
scorned by all and despised by the people.
All who see me laugh me to scorn;
they curl their lips; they shake their heads.
“Trust in the Lord; let the Lord deliver;
let God rescue him if God so delights in him.”
Yet you are the one who drew me forth from the womb,
and kept me safe on my mother’s breast.
[ have been entrusted to you ever since I was born;
you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb.
Be not far from me, for trouble is near,
and there is no one to help.
Many young bulls encircle me;
strong bulls of Bashan surround me.
They open wide their jaws at me,
like a slashing and roaring lion.
[ am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint;
my heart within my breast is melting wax.
My strength is dried up like a potsherd; my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth;
and you have laid me in the dust of death.
Packs of dogs close me in, a band of evildoers circles round me;
they pierce my hands and my feet.
[ can count all my bones
while they stare at me and gloat.
They divide my garments among them;
for my clothing, they cast lots.
But you, O Lord, be not far away;
O my help, hasten to my aid.
Deliver me from the sword,

my life from the power of the dog.
13



Save me from the lion’s mouth!
From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.
[ will declare your name to my people;
in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.
You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the Lord, all you offspring of Israel.
For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the Lord’s face hidden from
them;
but when they cry out, the Lord hears them.
From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
[ will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever!
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
For dominion belongs to the Lord,
who rules over the nations.
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord.
Their descendants shall serve the Lord,
For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the Lord’s face hidden from
them;
but when they cry out, the Lord hears them.
From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
They shall proclaim God'’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”

Just as Christ was stripped of his power and glory and placed in the hands of his captors,
the church is stripped in preparation for the solemnity of Good Friday.

You are invited to remain in the church for meditation.

All depart in silence.

The Easter Triduum continues on Good Friday, April 18 at 7:00pm.
At that service, we will pray aloud for people, places, and circumstances where God’s absence seems more
real than God'’s presence. In preparation for those prayers, please consider spending some time between
today and tomorrow thinking of people, places, and circumstances you’d like to lift up.

14



Good Friday
The Reading of the Passion
April 18, 2025
7:00pm

THE PASSION
OF CHRIST

15



Jesus’ first followers did not know-although they had been told-that there would be a resurrection. When he
was crucified, died on the cross, and was taken down and buried, the disciples and the women who followed
Jesus thought that Jesus’ ministry was ended and that their relationship with him was now over. The purpose
of a Good Friday service is to allow us to enter into the experience of apparent abandonment by God as Jesus
expressed it in his cry from the cross and as some of his followers must surely have felt during the interim
between his crucifixion and resurrection. We enter into this time of silence and lamentation as a way of
affirming and entering into our own sense of abandonment and despair, which many of us experience from
time to time, but which we are not always encouraged, allowed, or enabled to voice.

PRELUDE Adagio sostenuto from Sonata 14, Opus 27 Nr. 2
Ludwig van Beethoven

GREETING
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Psalm 22:1a
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Text: Johann Heermann, [585-1647; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: HERZLIEBSTER JESU, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
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READING OF THE PASSION: John 18:1—19:42
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

![Jesus] went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which he
and his disciples entered.?Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met
there with his disciples. *So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief
priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. *Then Jesus,
knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” *They
answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them.
*When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them,
“Whom are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” ®Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he.
So if you are looking for me, let these men go.” °This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not
lose a single one of those whom you gave me.” '°Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the
high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. *Jesus said to Peter, “Put your
sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

1250 the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. *First they took him
to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. **Caiaphas was the one who
had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for the people.

1>Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he
went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, °but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the
other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate,
and brought Peter in. ""The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He
said, “I am not.” *®Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they
were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming
himself.
“Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not also one of his
disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 2°One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the
man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” ?’Again Peter denied
it, and at that moment the cock crowed.

33Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the
Jews?” **Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” *Pilate replied,
“I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you
done?” *Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my
followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not
from here.” *Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that [ am a king. For this |
was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth
listens to my voice.” *®Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case against him. **But
you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the
King of the Jews?” **They shouted in reply, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit.

¥1Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. *And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on
his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. *They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the
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Jews!” and striking him on the face. *Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out
to you to let you know that I find no case against him.” >So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns
and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” “When the chief priests and the police saw
him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I
find no case against him.” “The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to
die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.”

8Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. "He entered his headquarters again and
asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. '°Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you
refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?”
"esus answered him, “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above;
therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” '*From then on Pilate tried to
release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone
who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.”
3When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called
The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. *Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it
was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!” **They cried out, “Away with him! Away with
him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no
king but the emperor.” **Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.

So they took Jesus; "and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the
Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. *®There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on
either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read,
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 2°Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where
Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. *Then the chief
priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews, but, ‘This man said, [ am King of the
Jews.” ?*Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.”

[*When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for
each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. #*So
they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill
what the scripture says,
“They divided my clothes among themselves,
and for my clothing they cast lots.”
2>And that is what the soldiers did.]

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. **When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing
beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” ?Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your
mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

28After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am
thirsty.” 2°A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of
hyssop and held it to his mouth. **When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
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[*!Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the
sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the
legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. **Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of
the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. **But when they came to Jesus and saw that he
was already dead, they did not break his legs. **Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear,
and at once blood and water came out. **(He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His
testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) **These things occurred so that the scripture
might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” *’And again another passage of scripture says,
“They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”]

38After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of his
fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he
came and removed his body. **Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a
mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. **They took the body of Jesus and
wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. **Now there was a
garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had
ever been laid. **And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid
Jesus there.

LITANY OF COMPLAINT

0 God, where are you?

We sit in darkness, longing for your presence.

We have heard of your love. Many of us have known your love.

But tonight your love seems far away.

We have heard of your Spirit. We have experienced your Spirit's warmth and energy and light.

But tonight we wonder if we only dreamed of your presence and your power.

We have stood before your Word and listened to your truth for our lives. But now all is silence, and there
is no word from God.

SILENCE
SCRIPTURE
Listen now to the voices of Holy Scriptures.

Listen to the cries of abandonment and distress.
Listen, and hear the sounds of your own tears, your own grief.
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Jeremiah 20:14-18; 31:15

“Cursed be the day

on which I was born!

The day when my mother bore me,

let it not be blessed!

5Cursed be the man

who brought the news to my father; saying,
"A child is born to you, a son,"

making him very glad.

'Let that man be like the cities

that the LORD overthrew without pity;
let him hear a cry in the morning

and an alarm at noon,

7pecause he did not kill me in the womb:;
so my mother would have been my grave,
and her womb forever great.

®Why did I come forth from the womb

to see toil and sorrow,

and spend my days in shame?

>Thus says the LORD:

A voice is heard in Ramah,

lamentation and bitter weeping.

Rachel is weeping for her children;

she refuses to be comforted for her children,
because they are no more.

ANTHEM

Were You There
Adult Choir

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
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WITNESS

Listen to the voices of those who followed Jesus of Nazareth.
Listen to their cries of abandonment and distress.

Listen, and hear the sounds of your own grief and disillusionment.

SARAH SPEAKS

BENJAMIN SPEAKS

JOHN SPEAKS

JOHANNA SPEAKS

CALL FOR CRIES OF ABANDONMENT

Instead of calling for “concerns and celebration,” tonight you are invited to lift up those people, places,
and circumstances where God’s absence seems more real than God’s presence. This response to each

offering will echo the lament of Psalm 22 with which we opened our worship service, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?”
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HYMN Precious Lord, Take My Hand ELW# 773
Verses 1-3
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PRAYERS

Let us pray, siblings in Christ, for the holy church throughout the world.
Almighty and eternal God,

you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ.

By your Holy Spirit guide the church

and gather it throughout the world.

Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name,

and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

Let us pray for bishops, for our pastors, for and all servants of the church, and for all the people of God.
Almighty and eternal God,

your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy.

Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors,

other ministers, and lay leaders.

Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church,

and help each of us in our various vocations

to do faithfully the work to which you have called us.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism.

Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church.
Increase the faith and understanding of those preparing for baptism.
Give them new birth as your children,

and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity.

Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son.

Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith,

and keep us united in the fellowship of love.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.
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Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace

all those who call out to you under different names.

Bring an end to inter-religious strife,

and make us more faithful witnesses

of the love made known to us in your Son.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God.

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity

so that all may long to know you and find peace in you.
Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace
in the world and in the lives of Christians,

and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

Let us pray for God's creation.

Almighty and eternal God,

you are the creator of a magnificent universe.
Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care

and bring all things to fulfillment in you.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

Let us pray for those who serve in public office.
Almighty and eternal God,

you are the champion of the poor and oppressed.

In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority,
so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom,
and a share in the goodness of your creation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.
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Let us pray for those in need.

Almighty and eternal God,

you give strength to the weary

and new courage to those who have lost heart.

Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers,
free those unjustly deprived of liberty,

and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease.
Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble,

that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.
Silence for prayer.

AN INVITATION TO SILENT REFLECTION
If we cannot be honest here, where can we be honest?
If we cannot be honest before God,
is it worth being honest anywhere?
If we cannot bring our pain to this holy place,
where can we take our pain?

SILENCE
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DISMISSAL

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

That is how we began our time of worship together this evening.

Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann has said that this haunting,
plaintive, terrible cry is in its essence “an act of hope, knowing that full communion is the measure
of being a finished self in the presence of God.”

If we can only be finished selves in the presence of God,
perhaps living for a little while

with the sense of how very unfinished,
how very needy,
we are,
we will draw ever closer to the mysterious absence
we have invoked tonight.

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

We have lingered over this cry this evening.
We have heard its echo in the pages of scripture.
We have heard its echo in our own lives and in our own world.
We have tried to enter into the despair and loneliness
of those who heard the One
they thought was their Master and Savior
cry out with those words
as he took his final breath.
As you leave in the dark and silence this evening,
may that cry echo in your heart
and may you hear in that cry
the voice of hope.

Go in peace to pray and meditate on this fearful and holy night.

ADORATION OF THE CROSS
As you depart, you are invited to come to the large cross to make a sign of reverence. Reverencing the cross
may include pausing before the cross, bowing, kneeling before it for prayer, or touching it.

Please depart in silence.
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THE VIGIL OF EASTER

with the Blessing of the New Fire, Lighting of the 2025 Paschal Candle,
Affirmation of Baptism, and Sharing the Good News of the Resurrection
Holy Saturday
April 19, 2025
7:53pm
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We gather outdoors for the lighting of the new fire.
WELCOME

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Beloved in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we
gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of Jesus Christ.
Through light, the word, and through water, we proclaim Christ’s death and resurrection, share Christ’s
triumph over sin and death, and await Christ’s coming again in glory.

When the fire is burning, the presiding minister prays:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, in Jesus Christ

you have given the light of life to all the world.
Bless this new fire,

and increase in us a desire to shine forth

with the brightness of Christ’s rising,

until we feast at the banquet of eternal light;
through the Sun of righteousness,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The presiding minister traces symbols of the faith on the paschal candle.

Christ, yesterday and today,
The sign of the cross

The beginning and the ending.
The Greek letters Alpha and Omega

To Christ belongs all time
The first numeral at the upper left

And all the ages;
The second numeral at the upper right

To Christ belongs glory and dominion
The third numeral at the lower left

28



Now and forever.
The fourth numeral at the lower right.
Amen.
The presiding minister lights the paschal candle using a taper from the fire.

The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

The assisting minister lifts the candle so that all may see it.

The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
PROCESSION
As the assembly processes behind the paschal candle,
the assisting minister and the assembly sing three times:
The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

During the procession, light from the paschal candle may be passed until the people’s candles are all lit.

When all are gathered inside, a cantor sings the Easter proclamation (Exsultet). The people, holding their
candles, remain standing. As the Exsultet is sung, the people sing responses, following the leader’s guidance.

a | Leader Assembly
AL
H g o F o o s o o % o o
o e R
The  Lord be with you. And al - so with  you.
Leader
D I E—
\‘_‘_-___._/ ‘\_—-‘/
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Assembly
______ _!;IJ
] [ S . ] o
....... - L — L —®_°
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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I Leader Assembly

N
] — _f"'--a.\h ........................
is the night This is the  night
Assembly
b —
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...one God, now and for -ev - er A - men.
Music: Plainsong, adapt. Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Text © 2006 and music © 2007 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved.,
Permission is granted for reproduction of this item for non-sale local use only, provided that cach copy carries the copyright notice,
+WORD+
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5, 2:1-4a Creation

!In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. *Then
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. *And God saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness. °God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
#I1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.?And on the seventh day God
finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done.
3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had
done in creation.

*These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

HYMN Touch the Earth Lightly ELW # 739
P . |
G ‘ . .
y .
1 Touch the earth light - ly, use the earth gent - ly,
2 We who en - dan - ger, who cre - ate hun - ger,
3 Let there be green - ing, birth from the burn - ing,
4 God of all liv - ing, God of all lov - ing,
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nour-ish the life of the world in our care:
a - gents of death for all crea - tures that live,
wa - ter that |Dbless - es, and air that is sweet,
God of the seed - ling, the snow, and the sun,
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gift of great won - der, ours to sur - rend - e,
we who would fos -  ter clouds of dis - as -  ter—
health in God’s gar - den, hope in God’s chil - dren,
teach us, de - flect us, Christ re - con - nect us,
n | |1-3 |[4
75— | .
©—e—y . =
J R ) -
trust for the chil - dren to - mor - row will bear.
God of our plan - et fore - stall and for - give!
re - gen-er - a - tion that peace will com -plete.
us - ing us gent - ly, and mak - ing us one.

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931
Music: TENDERNESS, Colin Gibson, b. 1933
Text and music © 1992 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

SECOND READING: Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 Deliverance at the Red Sea
1%As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In
great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lorp. ''They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves
in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out
of Egypt? "Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’?
For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” *But Moses said
to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lorp will accomplish for you
today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. **The Lorp will fight for you, and
you have only to keep still.”

>Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. *But you lift
up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea
on dry ground. "Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so |
will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. '®And the
Egyptians shall know that [ am the Lorp, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots,
and his chariot drivers.”

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the
pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. ?°It came between the army of
Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did
not come near the other all night.

“IThen Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lorp drove the sea back by a strong east wind all
night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. **The Israelites went into the sea on
dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued,
and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. **At the morning
watch the Lorb in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the
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Egyptian army into panic. >’He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The
Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lorbp is fighting for them against Egypt.”

Then the Lorbp said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” ?’So Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lorp tossed the
Egyptians into the sea. *The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire
army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. *’But the Israelites
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.

3*Thus the Lorp saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the
seashore. *'Israel saw the great work that the Lorp did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the
Lorp and believed in the Lorp and in his servant Moses.

1520Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went
out after her with tambourines and with dancing. *And Miriam sang to them:

“Sing to the Lorp, for he has triumphed gloriously;

horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.”

HYMN Wade in the Water ELW #435
Refrain
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just fol - low me down to ... Jor - dan’s stream.
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God’s a - goin” - a  trou - ble the wa ter.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: WADE IN THE WATER, African American spiritual

THIRD READING: Isaiah 55:1-11

'Ho, everyone who thirsts,

come to the waters;

and you that have no money,

come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk

without money and without price.

“Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,

and delight yourselves in rich food.

3Incline your ear, and come to me;

listen, so that you may live.

[ will make with you an everlasting covenant,

my steadfast, sure love for David.

*See,  made him a witness to the peoples,

a leader and commander for the peoples.

>See, you shall call nations that you do not know,

and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

®Seek the LORD while he may be found,

call upon him while he is near;

’let the wicked forsake their way,

and the unrighteous their thoughts;

let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.

°For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
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making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

150 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;

it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

HYMN Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty ELW #777
stanzas 1-2 and 4-5
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1 “Come to me, all pil-grims thirst - y; drink the wa -ter 1 will give.
2 “Come to me, all trav-lers wea - ry; come that [ may give you rest.
3 “Come to me, be-liev-ers bur-dened; find re- fresh-ment in this place.
4 “Come to me, re - pen-tant sin - ners; leave be - hind your guilt and shame.
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Come and know di - vine com-pas-sion, turn to  me, [ call your name.”
Refrain
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In the gra - cious gift you of - fer there is joy no tongue can tell.

5 “Come to me, distressed and needy;

I would be your trusted friend.
Come and seek the gift I offer,

come, your open hands extend.” Refrain

Text: Delores Dutner, osb, b. 1939
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © 1992, 1996 Sisters of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN

6 “Come to me, abandoned, orphaned;
lonely ways no longer roam.
Come and take the gift | offer,
let me make in you my home.” Refrain

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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FOURTH READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 Valley of the Dry Bones
'The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. “He led me all around them; there were very many lying in
the valley, and they were very dry. *He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord
GOD, you know." *Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the
word of the LORD. *Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall
live. °I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD."

’So | prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling,
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. °Then he said to me,
"Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he commanded
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

"Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely. **Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the
Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will
bring you back to the land of Israel. *And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves,
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. **I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I
will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the
LORD."
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HYMN Breath of God, Breath of Peace
PATTERNS
Adam M. L. Tice Sally Ann Morris
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Word of life, Word of jus-tice, Word of pas-sion,
Voice of life, Voice of jus-tice, Voice of pas-sion,
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Breath cre - at - ing, Breath of heal-ing, Breath of sing-ing,
Word cre-at-ing, Word of heal-ing, Word of sing-ing,
Voice cre-at-ing, Voice of heal-ing, Voice of sing-ing,
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Breath of pray - ing, Come up-on us, come re -

Word of pray - ing, Come  up-on us, come re -

Voice of pray - ing, Come up-on us, come Tre -
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store us, come in-spire us, Breath of God.

store us, come in-spire us, Word of  God.

store us, come in-spire us, Voice of God.

Copyright © 2009 by GIA Publications, Inc. = All Rights Reserved
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FIFTH READING: Jonah 1:1-2:1 The deliverance of Jonah
Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying, 2Go at once to Nineveh, that great city,
and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before me. *But Jonah set out to flee to Tarshish
from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid his
fare and went on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD.

*But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and such a mighty storm came upon the sea that the ship
threatened to break up.>Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried to his god. They threw the cargo
that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten it for them. Jonah, meanwhile, had gone down into the hold of
the ship and had lain down, and was fast asleep. °The captain came and said to him, "What are you doing
sound asleep? Get up, call on your god! Perhaps the god will spare us a thought so that we do not perish."
"The sailors said to one another, "Come, let us cast lots, so that we may know on whose account this
calamity has come upon us." So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8Then they said to him, "Tell us
why this calamity has come upon us. What is your occupation? Where do you come from? What is your
country? And of what people are you?" °I am a Hebrew, he replied. "I worship the LORD, the God of
heaven, who made the sea and the dry land." **Then the men were even more afraid, and said to him,
"What is this that you have done!" For the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the LORD,
because he had told them so.

Then they said to him, "What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?" For the sea was
growing more and more tempestuous. **He said to them, "Pick me up and throw me into the sea; then the
sea will quiet down for you; for I know it is because of me that this great storm has come upon you."
3Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring the ship back to land, but they could not, for the sea grew
more and more stormy against them. **Then they cried out to the LORD, "Please, O LORD, we pray, do not
let us perish on account of this man's life. Do not make us guilty of innocent blood; for you, O LORD, have
done as it pleased you." **So they picked Jonah up and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased from its
raging. '°Then the men feared the LORD even more, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made
VOWS.

7But the LORD provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days
and three nights.

'Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish.
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HYMN

Jonah Prayed
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liv-’rance, LORD, be - longs to  you!” longs to you!”

Text: Carolyn Jennings, based on Jonah 2:1-3, 7-9

Music: Carolyn Jennings

Text and music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved.

Permission is granted for reproduction of this item for non-sale local use only, provided that each copy carries the copyright notice.

SIXTH READING: Daniel 3:1-29 Deliverance from the fiery furnace
'King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and whose width was six

cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. ?Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent for
the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates,
and all the officials of the provinces, to assemble and come to the dedication of the statue that King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. *So the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the
treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, assembled for the dedication
of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. When they were standing before the statue that
Nebuchadnezzar had set up, *the herald proclaimed aloud, "You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and
languages, *that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical
ensemble, you are to fall down and worship the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up.
*Whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire."
"Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and
entire musical ensemble, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden
statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

8Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Jews. °They said to King
Nebuchadnezzar, "0 king, live forever! 1°You, O king, have made a decree, that everyone who hears the
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall fall down and worship
the golden statue, "'and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing
fire. "*There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon:
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These pay no heed to you, O king. They do not serve your gods and
they do not worship the golden statue that you have set up."
3Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought
in; so they brought those men before the king. "*Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true, O Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and you do not worship the golden statue that I
have set up? Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum,
and entire musical ensemble to fall down and worship the statue that I have made, well and good. But if
you do not worship, you shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god
that will deliver you out of my hands?"
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®Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a
defense to you in this matter. ’If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing
fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. *®But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will
not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.”

“Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face
was distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times more than was customary, “°and ordered
some of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to throw them
into the furnace of blazing fire. >'So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their
hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. *Because the king's
command was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. *But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down,
bound, into the furnace of blazing fire.

**Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his counselors, "Was it not
three men that we threw bound into the fire?" They answered the king, "True, O king." 2He replied, "But I
see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the fourth has the
appearance of a god." **Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said,
"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 2’ And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the
king's counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those
men; the hair of their heads was not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire
came from them. ?®Nebuchadnezzar said, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who
has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king's command and
yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. **Therefore [ make a
decree: Any people, nation, or language that utters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins; for there is no other god who is
able to deliver in this way."
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HYMN We Will Stand

RESTORATION
Chris Shelton Walker’s Southern Harmony, 1835
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I.Let us not be bowed by em - pire,
2.Not by might and not by pow - er—
3. Wait and watch, do not be fear - ful;
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Come what may, though death be - fall us,
let us not be cowed by ty - rants,
can we  face this an - guished ho - ur;
God will meet us in the fur - nace.
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we will wor - ship Go a - lone.
let us stand  with those in need. to Refrain
let your jus - tice be re - stored. fo Refrain
Trust in God’s wun - chang - ing name. fo Refrain

Words Copyright © 2021 GIA Publications, Inc. ® All rights reserved

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Romans 6:3-11 Dying and rising with Christ

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his

death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we
have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin,
once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive
to God in Christ Jesus.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Marty Haugen
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

GOSPEL READING: John 20:1-18

'Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. *So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we
do not know where they have laid him." *Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the
tomb. *The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. *He
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. °Then Simon Peter
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, “and the cloth that
had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. *Then the
other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; °for as yet they did not
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. °Then the disciples returned to their homes.

"But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb;
2and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the
other at the feet. *They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." **When she had said this, she turned around
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. *Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are
you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away." **Jesus said to her,
"Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). ’Jesus said to her,
"Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to
them, 'l am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God." *®Mary Magdalene went
and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to
her.

REFLECTION Pastor Katie Elkin Ziehr
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+BAPTISM+

ELW #456

BAPTISMAL HYMN Baptized in Water
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giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
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Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation. Amen.
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Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
PEACE

The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+MEAL+

SETTING THE TABLE Now the Feast and Celebration

During the singing of the canticle of praise, the assembly gathers at the altar
to celebrate the first Eucharist of the Resurrection.
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God; to make all things new.

Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
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And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.

Your mercy is everlasting

and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
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Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION
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+SENDING+

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with
heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick,
homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this
sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The God of all grace F bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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ELW #367

SENDING HYMN Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.

Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Go in peace. Proclaim the resurrection. Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

POSTLUDE Resurrection Suite Mark Patterson

Permission to reprint/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-712812. All rights reserved. Permission to
stream liturgy and hymnody under Augsburg Fortress copyright or administration is granted by Sundaysandseasons.com subscription.
CCLI License # 2001465. Permission to stream songs under the SongSelect® is granted by CCLI Streaming License # 20670071. All rights
reserved. www.ccli.com

Common Bible: New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Parish Pastor Rev. William N. Rose III (803) 237-6356
prwill@holytrinitychapelhill.org

Campus Pastor Rev. Katie Elkin Ziehr (704) 773-6557
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hshipley@holytrinitychapelhill.org

Director of Worship and Music Megan Mash (816) 223-1953
mmash@holytrinitychapelhill.org

Operations Coordinator Grace French (919) 942-2678
htlc@holytrinitychapelhill.org

Financial Records Assistant Toni Lehman (919) 942-2678

Pastor Emeritus in Chaplaincy Rev. Claude Deal

Ministry Center & Mailing Address 300 E. Rosemary Street, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Worship Center 227 E. Rosemary Street, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Office: (919) 942-2678

Office Hours Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 3:00pm
Friday 9:00am- 1:00pm

In case of emergency, please call either Pastor directly.
www.holytrinitychapelhill.org
Instagram: @unc_lcm @htlc_youth @holytrinitychapelhill
Facebook: Holy Trinity Lutheran - Chapel Hill
YouTube: Holy Trinity Chapel Hill
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Welcome to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and Lutheran Campus Ministry!

We are so glad you chose to worship with us, and we hope you experience the love and grace
of God in our midst. Please fill out the “Worship Record Sheet” to record your attendance and
explore ways to engage with our community of faith by using the QR code or paper sheet.
Please sign up for our weekly Email Newsletter by visiting our website at
www.holytrinitychapelhill.org, and subscribe to our YouTube channel at “Holy Trinity Chapel

Hill”. Let us know if you have any prayer requests and how we can support you in your faith
journey, either by talking to a Pastor or a Stephen Minister.

Reconciling In Christ

Jesus reached across all boundaries to make God’s love known, and in our baptismal covenant we are called to
“serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth (ELW pg. 236).”
As a Reconciling In Christ church, we at Holy Trinity welcome people of every age and ability, race, culture, religion,
class, marital status, gender identity, and sexual orientation.

Children and Worship

We welcome children in worship and invite them to participate throughout the service. Children are invited

to check out our Exploration Station in the Narthex and fill up a Busy Bag for activities during worship. If your

child needs some time away from the service, there is a staffed “Cry Room” (glass room near the Sanctuary, towards
the Rosemary Street entrance). The service is able to be heard through speakers in the Cry Room. There is also a
Nursery room in the back hallway (behind the organ) where children can play with parental supervision.

Holy Communion
At the table of our Lord Jesus Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the Gospel.
Believing in the real presence of Christ, HTLC practices Eucharistic hospitality: The Risen Christ welcomes all,
therefore all are welcome to commune here. Receive the bread first, then the individual glasses containing (red)
wine or (white) grape juice. Allergen-free communion wafers are available at the station in front of the altar. Those
desiring not to commune may fold their hands to receive a blessing. Please let an usher or pastor know if you need
communion brought to you at your seat.

Offering

In response to God’s unconditional love, we offer “what God has first given us; ourselves,
our time and our possessions... in feeding the world with God’s love (ELW pg. 107).”
There are many ways to give at Holy Trinity: online through our website, mailing in your offering, placing your
offering in our offering plates in our Worship Center, automatic bank withdraws, through the QR code in this
worship bulletin, text to give at (833) 309-0136, or by Venmo, our handle is @htlclcm (Charity - Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church). All contributions via text or Venmo will go to the HTLC general budget fund. Thank You!

Lutheran Campus Ministry at Holy Trinity

LCM is a community where ALL are welcome. We seek to accompany students as they encounter increased
complexities in life, faith, relationships, and academics here at UNC. If you are (or you know) a student who is
interested in getting connected with Campus Ministry, please get in touch with Pastor Katie by emailing her
directly, or by using the QR code above to fill out the Worship Record Sheet. Mark “student” and/or “grad student,”
leave an email/phone number, and Pastor Katie will reach out!
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